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TUI Travel India expands
footprint to Western India

Launches concept store in Mumbai, its sixth outlet in India

By TEM Staff | Mumbal

Tl_ll Travel India recently launched

jts first concept retail store
in Mumbai, in Bandra. This 1s the
company’s sixth store in India, with
five present in the DelhiNCR region,
The Tl
expansion plans, aimed at prowing

launch heralds India’s
business in India over five years.
The company 1s planning to set up
similar concept stores in Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad and Chennai in the next
fow months, Damon Hill, former F1
racing. champion, inaugurated the
store. Situated on Linking Road in
Bandra, the new store is a flagship
concept store for TUI India. It iz an
extension of TUI India’s concept store
in Delhi. The flagship store is not just
a retail selling outlet, but a place for
travellers to meet, exchange stories
and chalk out travel plans with the
help of TUT's expert travel consultants.
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The café wll support/host events
like interactive t:

travellers, photographers and writers:

ks and workshops by

On the occasion, Arjun Sharma,
Managing Director, TUI India/le
Passage to India, zaid, “Tndian Outhound

market is rapidly growing and we
want to fue] this growth, TUL India is
focused on expanding its presence in
the eountry, and therefore the Mumbai
expansion isa part of our overall growth
strategy” Vishal Coo, Tul
India; said, “This oneof-a-kind travel

retail store captures our commitment
to serve our customers in Mumban who
we see as an evolved market A year
pgo we started Furopean tours and the
differentiator is we create value for our
customers with unique products. We
have also introduced EMI concept for
the European Holidays in our lat

campaign. Some of the new destinations
that we have included in European fixed
group departure tours are Copenhagen

Germany & VFS Global open 10 Visa

Application Centres

in India, 1 in Bhutan

Six more Centres to get operational in India within two months

By TBM Statl | Mumbal

VES

ten

Global
Visa

1 ERMANY
X recently

and

opened
Application Centres in India and
one in Bhutan to speed up the viea
application process. In India, the
Germany Visa Application Centres
(VACs) are operational in New Delhi

Chandigarh, Js

andhar, dJaipur,

Gurgaon, Chennai, Hyderabad,
Puducherry, Bengaluru and Mumbai,
while: in Bhutan, the Centre 1

functional in Thimphu, Within two
months VACs will be operational
in Goa, Pune, Ahmedabad, Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram and Kollata.
VFS Global is the contract partner of
the German Embassy.

Catering to the growing demand
of Germany-bound travellers in the

region, the strategic move of setting
up VACs is aimed at offering new

and benefits to

gervices, facilities
applicants to support the growing
trade and

demand in  tourism,

investments, and strengthening
hilateral ties beiween Germany and
India. With the opening of the new
VACE,

Bhutan can save time and money in

travellers from India and

applying for a Schengen Visa (short-

term visa) at the German missions,
The key features of the new VACs

locations  and

include eonvenient

easily  accessible  statecofthe-art

VACs: longer operating hours: shorter
waiting period between appointments
submisgion  of

and applications

and Oslo, We have also added pe
to New Zealand in th
TUL India is looking to expand

through retail and franchisee presence

alegory.

across koy cities of India an the years
ahead, The focus of the company
is to grow ite brand presence and
increase market ghare. In the coming
years, TUL India aims to replicate
TUT Travels global business model to
serve the different needs of customers.
Jeannette  Linfoot, Director of Tour
Operations - New Markets, TUT Travel
PLC stated, “India is a very exeiting
market for us and i5 part. of our
global expansion strategy focused on
new markets which along with India
Brazil, China and Russia.
We see tremendous growth potential
in India and pur foeus will remain on
exclusive and differentiated products

ineludes

or experiences and our ntention 1s to

CYE|

te a diverse product portfolio by

list

bringing some unigue and Spec
brands from TUT's global portfolio.” =

and tracking of application status
Michael Steiner, GermanAmbassador
oF

Bhutanese travelling to Europe, be it

to India, said, "For most Indians and
for business or leisure, Germany 1s
high on the wish list. Therefore, the
visa application process should be
as amooth as possible. With our new
policy, we take the visa application
process to the people’s door, This 15
good service and customer orientation
at its best,"

Vishal Jairath, Regional Head-
South Asia, YIS Global, said, “"VFS
Gilobaliy serationwith the German
New  Delhi

convenience to all Indian business and

Embagsy will bring
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Civil Aviation Ministry lifts ban

on jumbo jet Airbus A380

Ajit Bingh, Minister for Civil Aviation,
Govt. ol India. has decided to:remoye
restictinns o Hights-of Airhus AZE0
to [ndia. Now, Hights of A380 to |ndis
will ke allowed to sirports that am
mguipped to handla  them Gurrantly
anly four airports; le. Oelhl; Mumbal,
Hyderabad and Bengalury have the
required (nfrastricture for sperations of
A380s: The des ygen takan after
i sultations with the Directorate of
Civil Aviation (DGCA|, Afr India Ltd and
Aitports Authority of india {AA]):

India & Japan sign Mo for tourism
India and Japan have signed an Mol for
s{rengthening cooperation In Loursm
The Moll was signed between the
Miniztry of Toutism, Got, of India and
the. Japan Tourism Agency, Mimistry
Transport and

of Land, Infrastrictere |
Tourism, Govt. of Japan in New Delhi
recently, Parves Oewan, Secretary

rigm, Govt of India, n his capanity a5
Dire General, Toursm, and Shiget
Kubio, Commissioner, -lapan Tourisn
Agency, signed the Memorandum The
niad. 1o serve as the key io
i fifed cooperation: and
further aning tourism partnesship
betwean the two countries,

greater =0

new, stylish and appealing VAC will
ideally serve the needs of the Indian

business travellers and tourists. It

can easily facilitate visa applications
of travellers from Western Region, the
economic powerhouse of India. Visas
are processed on time and without
customers having tostand in a queue.
Germany — in the hearts of Europe
with its strong economic ties with
India and attractive destinations,
15 among the prime destinations for
Indian travellers ™
Speaking at the launch of the
Mumbai Visa Application Centre,
Anil Katoch, Head-South Asia, VES
Global said, "We ave pleased to be the
trusted partner to the Government of
Germany in extending our services
to facilitate visa application process
for travellers across more locations
m India. It 15 indeed a privileged
moment for us to iIncrease our services
to 11 new locations in India and onein
Bhutan, We are committed to provide
guality services to all applicants
in the region applying for a visa at
the German VAC. This longevity of
with the German

our  association

counters for applicants and travel leisure travellers.” Inaugurating the  government reflects their trust in

agents/tour nperators: gecuré  centre in Mumbai at Express Towers  our abilities. We ave confident this

handling of passports, documents last month, Michael Siebert, Consul

General of the Federal Republic of

association will reeiprocate a long

and personal information; and online term partnership with The Federal

appointment scheduling, payment  Germany in Mumbai gaid, “This  Republic of Germany,” a
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