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Mission MOT: Visa, Connectivity

In addition to proposing 16 countries for VoA, the MOT is also keen on boosting international
and domestic air connectivity, while making India attract tourists across price points.

3
VIVEK SETHI
ddressing the gather-
ing of global media at
TB-Berlin on March

6, 2013, K Chiranjeevi,
Minister of State for Tourism
{Independent Charge)
announced that MOT will be
focusing on easing visa
process, facilitating afford-
ability and enhancing air
international and domestic
air connectivity in India,

[ =
¥ Chiranjeevi addressing the press alITE 2013, while other dighilaries look on

The move i5 in line with
the ministry’s ambition to
garner one per cant of global

“It is important to make
visa procedures faster. [ had

international arrivals during
the 12 Plan Period.

ARK HOLIDAYS

Tel.: +51-22-42451919 / 31 operali

s@arkiravels.com

met Sushilkumar Shinde,
Union Home  Minister,
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India votes for Spicelet.

Government  of  India
betore leaving for ITB Barlin,

2013 and submirted a pro-
posal to extend Visa-on-
Arrivals to 16 more coun-
tries, ” said Chiranjeevi.

Presently, the Tourist
VoA facility is being granted
by immigration officers at
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and
Kolkata airports to the citi-
zens of eleven countries viz.
Singapore, New Zealand,
Luxembourg, Japan, Finland,
Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos,
Philippines, Indonesia and

Contd, on page 14 B

‘National Tourism Awards

| President Pranah Mukheree presented the National Tourism Awards for the year 2011-12 to Select World
| Tours and Kuoni Travel. Every vear, the Ministry of Tourism prasents these awards to felicitate efforts put

| In by stakeholders in the tourism sector. This year, 86 awards were presentad In 36 different categories
| See detalls on page 26 P

Low-cost airports
is the next step

New policy is in %
the offing which
will boost operations
from regional air-
ports, says Ajit Singh,
Union Minister for

Civil Aviation,

Saa full story on page 14 &

spicefet

(€ 0987-180-3333

Chiranjeevi
prods MHA and
states on safety

See (ull story on page § P

Indian hotel
room fares
are the best

See full story on page 13 B

Airfare war, but
it's a short
term gain

See full story on page 22 B

0ld monuments,
but steady
visitors

See full story on page 28 B
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Toll Free : |BOO | BOD 333

COUNTRY
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Ajit Singh
Rnean Ministes for Civil Aviation

Toll free : 1800 1800 456

Gateway of London.

And New York. And Boston,

Washing

L And Miami:



There is so muc!
to see & enjo

BEST OF SPAIN

11 Nights / 12 Days

# 3 Nights Barcelona * 2 Nights Valencia
* 2 Nights Marbella * 2 Nights Sivelle
+ 2 Nights Madrid

BARCELONA
WITH MADRID

06 Nights / 07 Days
+ 3 Nights Barcelona + 3 Nights Madrid

CITIES OF
MEDITERRANEAN SEA

06 Nights / 07 Days

+ 2 Nights Barcelona + 2 Nights Valencia
# 2 Nights Marbella

IBIZA WITH
BARCELONA

05 Nights / 06 Days
+ 2 Nights Ibiza + 3 Nights Barcelona

SPAIN WITH
PORTUGAL

09 Nights / 10 Days

+ 2 Nights Barcelona + 2 Nights Madrid
# 2 Nights Porto + 3 Nights Lisbon

M-49, Palika Bhawan, Sector-13, R.K.Puram,
Opp. Hyatt Regency, New Delhi-110066
Contact : 011- 47075707, 8130610999
8130710999, 8130910999
Emall ; Info@travelzfactory.com
Website; www.travelzfactory.com

Chandlgarh ; 09915702727-30 Kanpur : 09839034650
Ghaziabad : 0120-4155461-65, 08810053487
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Myanmar; {60 & maximuln
validity of 30 days.

An mdependent study
ucted by the Indian
Institute of Tounsm and
['tave]l Management (IFTTA)
has noted thar TVOA scheme
bas a significant and positive
impact on the decision 1o
travel ta [ndia. Tn fact, the
Ministry of Tounsm had also
proposed extension ol TVOA
alrports ke

Hyderabad,
a, Bodhgaya and

Trivandrum.

Thi Ministry of Tourism
had propesed extension of
TVOA o Germany, France,
Spain, Poland, Sweden and
i to cover the

COVER STORY
India round-the-year

European-and Scandinavian
countries; Russia, Ukraine,
Uzhekistan and Kazakhstan
tooeover tha emerging mt-
kets from the CIS countries,
Brazii and South Africa to
cover fostar
Cooperation, Trinidad &
Tobago ta foster the countey’s
historical links: Thail
Malaysia and Brunel 1o cover
all the ASEAN countries.

Keeping in mind the
recent travel trends, the
Ministey of Tourism has alsa
proposed TVOA scheme for
South Korea, which is a very
important tourism-gensrat-
ing market:

Anand Kumar, Joint
Secretary, Mingstry  of
Tourism, alzo apprised the
global mediapersons that

efforts arg
in terms of boosting ait
international connectivity
and also making India"a
round-the-year destination
that. attracts tourisls across
T all
are willing to experience
Incredible Indla.

peing made

price  points, whao

LRI
Paland,

Tobago, Thaikand, Malay:
and Brune o
BEAM counts

[ Contd- from page 1
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I expressing his

i
W oL Lo ©
ports boom 10 fndia

{"T must say-that if the first-
Indian & w1 boom 35 due
tor low oost carrioes, the next
aviation boorm will come from
low cost airports®), Ajic
Simgh, Union Eivil Aviation
Minister of Tndia recently
divulged information about &
soan-to-be-announced palicy
to boost the growth of region-
al air-connectiviey in [ndia

Jnder the route dispersal
guidelines of current aviation
r. Indian carriers are
required to fly to Tier [T and
111 cities including regions of
Jammu & Kashmir and North
East which are not making
commercial sense to the air-
lines. Thus, the Givil Aviation

Ministry plans to replace the
existing guidelines with a
new policy to incentivise air-
lines to fly to regional airpors
which includes code sharing
and seat credit mechanism
among alriines, The ministry
is also ereating a fund—the
ssentlal Ale Services Fund
(EASF)—for providing a
direct subsidy to encourage
domestic alrlines to fly to
TRMOte areas

Talking about the need
to give a boost to reglonal air
connectivity, Singh sald,
“The growth in Civil Aviation

sector needs to be equitable

New pol

and inclusive providing corl-
necrivity tocTier T and Tier
Il cities and remote and dif-
ficult areas of the country.
Apart from the development
of low frill alrpors, the goy-

icy for airlines

provide extended frequency
in smaller cities having low-
frill airpolts or just anairstrip.
Each available seat-kKim oper-
ated by regional carrier could
be given one ‘credit’ and then

Instead of national carriers flying
bigger aircraft with half loads,
regional carriers can operate with
smaller aircraft and better loads;
enhancing regional connectivity

Ajit Singh, Union Civil Aviation Minister of India

ernment is in the process of
formulation of a policy for
promotion of regional and
remate area connectivity in

Connecting India! i

With the formulation of new poliey to give boost to the
regional air cannectivivy, Adrports Authority of India (AAT)
| has also geared up te build alrports in smaller clties and [
towns. [t has already upgraded 30 non-metro airports and
four will be upgraded this year. Additionally, iv has under-
taken the job of medernising 26 new airports along with |
upgraditg undeveloped and inactive airstrips which can
nandle small-sized aircrafts,

India incentivising the Indian
carriers to operate on thesa
routes  Including  ocode
sharing and seat credit
mechanisim, 1 expact this pol-
loy preseriptions will provide
much neaded driving force
to Indian carelers 1o provide
alr connectivity to large
number of smaller towns
and remote areas.”

The seat credit mecha-
nismwill create a win-win sit-
uatlon for regional and
national carriers, Under this,
the regional aperators would
operate at high seat factors
with smaller aircrafts and

be auctioned off to national
carriers who can use such
credits to meet thelr require-
ment of having 1o connect
regional and remote areas
without having tolose money
on such routes. 5o, instead of
national carriers fiying bigger
aircraft with half loads,
regional carriers can operate
with smaller aircraft and
better leads; thus creating
win-win situation for the
market and enhancing region-
al connectivity inthe country,

Singh said, "It is an
idea, We are discussing the
same with the airline, If we
mandate an airline to fy to
Worth East and it is unable to
operate, it would be able to
trade seats under this new
policy, It will be similar to
carbon credits.” However,
when asked when is the
minlstry aiming to introduce
the policy, Singh says, "We

will soon announce ir."

This s00n to be announced

poiicy will hopetully




ITDC:A
makeover in
the process

P Conrd. from page &

Event Management, Duty
Free / Travel Retail, Light &
Sound shows, etc., renamed
as Ashok Events (erstwhile
Ashok  Reservation &
Marketing Services) This
event management arm has
been managing the flagship
events of the Ministry of
Tourism but is now getting
offers of managing events of
other ministries. “[n the last
two years, Ashok Events have
managed events of 20 differ-
ent ministries, nationally and
internationally,” Panwar said.
ITDC has trained 7000 youths

in the last two years under

‘Hunar Se Rozgar Tak'
scheme by providing two

months skill training and
aims to train 10,000 students

per year for the entre 12"
Five Year Plan through their

Inthe last
wo years,
Ashok Events
has managed
events of 20
different
ministries

Lalit K Panwar
Vice Chairman &
Managing Director.
ITDC

16 hotels. Further, it s con-
ducting ‘light €-sound’ shows
at 20 heritage monuments
and there are 20 additional
requests to look into, It is
also becoming agaressive in
the Duty Free / Travel Retail
division where it has opened
seaport shops and is adding
alrport shops in Coimbatore
and Goa,

Bomeone in the confer-

ence asked if ITDC (or MOT)
needs & brand ambassador to
promote jtself more.., the
answer to that was the
Minister of Tourism himself:
& popular actor, said ITDC
Head. Now the question is;
Wl K Chiranjeevi really give
a performance for a tourism
and hospitality blockbuster?
The travel trade is optimistic
but it will have to again wait
and warch, surely not for
anather 22 years, .,

[TDC' has trained 7000
youlls in the lasl two
YEars under 'Hunar Se
Rozg:

Tak' schieme by
providing two. mantlis

and aims to
fudants
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|Ch1ranjeev1 bats for Clean India, more infrastructure

( |

&

K Ghiranjeavi, Minister of Tourism (Independent G
1o join hands with MOT to promote G
Gli Tourlsm committes members, 1

in the country. He also said that world-class ¢

dia. Durlng an interaction with
nced setfing up of six MIGE cenires
5 will be 56t up at Tiupati;

[ ] Durlng an interac-
tive session with GII

Taurism  Committee
Members on March 13
at New Delhi, K.
Chiranjeevi, Minister of
Tourism; shared with
the stakeholders that
the Ineredible India
campaign would ba in
two parts — ‘Find What
You Seek' and domestic
campaign ‘Go Beyond’
urging  travellers to
travel beyond. During
his interaction with
industry  members,

Irsbia's Nimetain nee Camprge

‘Find What You Seek’

and
‘o Beyond'

emphasising  upon
MICE, he announced
the launch of six con-
vention  centres in
India. Besides, he also
made an announcement
ta establish world-class
culinary [nstitutes with
the Centre at Tirupati

‘and centers at Kolkata

2013, Reinforcing about

--.““’“‘*1

and Noida in India by
November/ December

‘Clean India® campaign,
he requested industry
representatives 1o join
hands with MOT to pro-
mote this causa.

| Kolkata and Nojda by the end of this year

Greetings Delhi and Mumbai!
Let’s discover the world together!

Europe:

41.479 nvr

lines.com

The USA:

61.762 nx

ting period:
period:
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NATIONAL TOURISM AWARDS

The National Tourism Awards go to...

This time, the National Tourism Awards have com
the Ministry of Tourism had announced the winners of the most-covete

2011

¥
TT BUBREAU

peaking on the occasion,
K Chiranjeevi, Minister

of State for  Tourism ceremany was held on March 2nd: Knoni Travel S
[Independent Charge} 18 at Vigyan Bhavan New ¥ Tushita Travels
P Cateqory 1 TV
“This is for the first time that ~ Delhi  President  Pranab DS Lategoey V.
the winners of the National Mukherjee was the Chief ke = Travedite
" 7 i il 2nd! Abercrombie & Kent India | 2,,4- ¢ i
Tourism Awards are being  Guest  This year, a special 2nd: Al s | 2nd: GB Mefrison Travels

announced before the official
ceremony takes place.” For

awards were given in 36 cat-
eqories to the best performers
in the industry, The award

award was given
Marten, Authorof ‘Life of Fi*

-2D12. a total of 87

Caregoey |

1o Yann

1st: Select Warld Tours

dr; Trail Blazer Tours

Category 11
. 50U Travel
Caper Travel

Award

Winners 2011

Tour Operators

Hotels

Travel Agent/Inbound Tour
Operator
Category V
1st: Indian Trails Sourcing
Services
2nd; Adventure World
3rd: Tour Masters
Catagory VI
1st: Pioneer Personalised
Holidays
2nd: Welcome Travels
3rd: Special Holidays Travel
» Tourist Transport Operator
Category |
1st: Ajay Travel
2nd: Carzonrent
3rd: KTC
Category IT
1st: Touraids Travel Services
2nd: Rajindra Bus Service
3rd: Ex-Soldiers Tourist Taxi Service
Caregory 11
1st: Delhi Airport Service
2nd: Shreya Travels
» Domestic Tour Operator
1st; Southern Travels
2nd: My Leisure Breaks
3rd: Panicker's Travel (India)
» Adventure Tour Operator
Sea & Sky Travel
» Tour Operator Promoting
Niche Segments other than
Adventure and MICE
Thomas Cook (I) Ltd
» Most Innovative Tour
Operatar

» Best Hotel

Five Star Deluxe:

The Oberoi, New Delhi
Five Star:
Vivanta by Taj
New Delhi
Four Star:
Vivanta by Taj
Kumarakom, Kerala

- Ambassador,

Three Star:
Gareway Hotel
Vadodara, Gujarat

| » Best Heritage Hotel
Basic:

Samode Haveli, Gangapole,
Jaipur; Rajasthan

Grand:

Savoy Hotel, Ooty

» Best Eco Friendly Hotel
ITC Hotel, ITC Maurya,
New Delhi

| » Best Standalone
Convention Centre
Hyderabad International

t Andhra Pradesh
1wl Hajasthan
Jrd: Gujarat

» Best State:
Clean Ind
Armmachal Pradesh

Campaign

» Best Tourism
Promotion Publicity
Material

| Karnataka

» Best Tourism Film
"Khushboo Gujarat Ki®
Gujarat Tourism

» Most Innovative Use of
Information Technology
Tourism Corporation of
Gujarat Limited

Special Prize:

Arunachal Tourism

e with a difference. Before the awa
d awards of the tourism industry.

| Top 4 category winners

Travel Spirit International

Convention Centre,

Hyderahad

Miscellaneous

» Best Hotel-based Meeting
Venue

Far Horizon Tours

» Best MICE Operator
Selact World Tours

» Best Overseas Tour
Operator to India from
North America

Indus Travels, Canada

The Asholk, New Delhi
|

» Best Wellness Centre

Kovalam, Kerala

Somatheeram Ayurvedic
Hospital and Yoga Centre

» Best Airport

Class X Citles:

Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport, Hyderabad
Restof India;
Visalchapatnam Airport,

Visalkkhapatnam

rds ceremony took place,

fjarat bags three

SEWInner
presented |

: st Civic Management
srangal City was adjudged the
s Bajiv Gandhi Tnternational Aiport,
akapatnam Airport got the Best Airpart o |
of India respectively: Apollo Health City,
s the also awarded the Best Medical Tourism
& Hyderabad International Convention Centra |
o Standalone Convention Centre
mong the big winners at the award
nal Tourism

‘Iyocral— ad v
Facility whi
got the award fo

Gujarat Tourism wi
ceremaony, The state tourism bagged three
Award:

ds for best, tourism flm, innovarive use of information and
ed one of the best states for com- |
prehenzive development of tourism in the country.

The state government's tourism campaign, 'Khushhoo
Gujarat Ki' featuring Amitabh Bachchan was awarded the pres-
tigious National Tourism Award 2011-12 in the Best Tourism
Film category. Gujarat Tourism Minister Saurabhbhai Patel and
Sanjay Kaul, MD, Tourism Corporation:of Gujarat Limited (TCGL)
received the awards from President Pranab Mukherjes at a func-
tion held in Dalhi, K Chiranjesvi, Minister of State for Tourism
and Parvez Dewan, Secretary, MOT were also present at the
accasion

Gujarar was ddjudged the third best state in Comprehensive
Development of Tourlsm while Tourism Corporation of Gujaran
Limitad also received the award for Most Innovative Use of
Information Technology

Amuong the northeastern states, Arunachal Fradesh bagged
an awand in the Best State: Campaign Clean India category uﬁan
from winning & speclal prize for Most Innovative Use of
Information Technology,

technology and was also adjud

loring the New

FIT/Group, Spedial Tailor-made Tour pocl

Incentives & Busingss

ans-Siberian Reilw
Hotel/Apartmen! reservalion, Airps
Airline fickets, Roilwoy Tickets, A/
Viso Assistonce for Ukeuing,
Embassy/Consulatein India
Best Deal lor International Air Tic
Astana (Kozakhston Airling), Uz

.1d Hyund Snnlurn Shnmnunl Lajpo
#: 129110 ow, Russia, B
URL

t on Agroflal (Russian Airlin
stan Airlings.

, Conlere

Ferry Moscow-5t P I
pitk-up ond drop, City Exc
Cor/Bus rental

Belarus, Kozakhstan, |

), A

Tel/Fax: +'i| ﬂ 2344.’615 Mok
i
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+4) 9833068880, E-mail: russio-tours@mail iy

91 9999779114, E-mail; russiaholidagtoursdelh
E-mall: russioholidoytours@russio
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ITB Berlin Convention turns 10 this year

013) was held from March 6-10. Over 1 70,000 visitors, among which 113,000
ervices at this leading B2B platform of the tourism

15 Borse (ITB 2
the PATA, the WTTC, as well as

The world's leading travel trade show, International Tourismu

were trade visitors and 11,000 represented companies from 180 countries, displayed their products and s

industry. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Indonesian president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, UNWTO representatives,
va the future for growth in the tourism industry.

more than 100 ministers of tourism and state secretaries, met in Berlin to help shag




