LEAD STORY

WTTCII proposes development of
Integrated Tourism Destinations

SANJEEV BHAR — New Delhi

n the lines of special
economic  zones,
World Travel &
Tourism  Council
India Initiative (WTTCII) has
proposed to the government
to develop Integrated
Tourism Destinations (ITDs).
Arjun Sharma, outgoing
chairperson of WTTCII out-
lined a number of points to
make it function whereby the
concept would be empow-
ered by a CEO to undertake
~ integration of tourism devel-
opment and also coordinate
with all concerned parties. “It
is important that such a step
would augur further develop-
ment in building tourism
infrastructure in a structured
‘manner. Also, a lot of support
will be needed for promotion
‘and  awareness  about
- tourism,” he said.
¢ In  December, 2010
- WTTCI held an interactive
- session on travel and tourism
in India with the theme -
. 'Economic Imperative of
- Tourism' in the city. The
~ council proposed numerous
steps for tourism promotion
in India. These include a
" detailed report on the need
for further promotion of
Incredible India campaign,
setting up of Global Travel
Mart India (GTMI), creating
tourism friendly sites and
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seamless travel, and abolish-
ing discriminatory = pricing

policies  across ~ various
tourism segments. WTTCII
also emphasised on the need
for skill development and
uniform taxation which is
rationalised and at par with
global competitiveness. It has
also been demanded that a
steering  committee  on
tourism should be set up
headed by private secretary
to PM and/or including the
tourism ministry in the PM’s
Council for skill development
and industry in addition to
creation of Confederation of
Indian Travel & Tourism
Industry (CITTI).

Amongst the BRIC
nations, India is being seen
as a strong player with scope
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to turnaround the dynamics
of the travel industry due to
its  enormous  domestic
demand. But that the poten-
tial has not yet been realised
by India, believes WTTC.
Sharma said, “Tourism and
travel is roughly US $ 5.3 tril-
lion industry worldwide and
India commands an income
which is 5.9 per cent of its
GDP providing direct and
indirect employment to 49.8
million as per 2009. If world
reports suggest that India
need to create 120 million
jobs by 2020 if it is to contin-
ue its present prolific
progress, then tourism can
itself offer 37 million jobs to
take India's success story in
the right direction.”
Deliberations during the sem-
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inar outlined the need for
convergence of various facets
that impact tourism in India.
R H Khwaja, secretary,
Ministry of Tourism said,
“Our ministry is talking to all
concerned segments and is
coordinating in a time bound
manner consistently for
roads, shipping, railways,
urban development and so
on. There is a need for con-
vergence to take tourism in
the right direction.” Also,
commenting on the present
scenario, Dr Kaushik Basu,
chief economic advisor,
Ministry of Finance,
Government of India said,
“This is a critical time as we
head towards the Budget
period, we don't have an
excuse for not doing well

because everything that
tourism sector flourishes on
is present in the country. It is
just that we need to use intel-
ligence and professionalism
to tap its potential.” He high-
lighted the need to even tap
the undergraduate education
segment that will give boost
to tourism. “Tourism should
be included in the national
agenda as it can bring social
equality and offer inclusive
growth in addition to capaci-
ty building and attracting
investments,” he added. He
however avoided making any
direct comment on whether
tourism will be given any
direct benefit in the Annual
Budget of 2011-12.

On India's tourism sce-
nario, David Scowsill, presi-
dent and CEO of WTTC
said, “There has to be a
common approach with
combination of global,
regional and country by
country approach.” Marcio
Favilla L de Paula, executive
director of WTO commented
that all are looking at the
same issue, seeing same
thing and identifying same
cause. “With our common
vision all organisations
working towards tourism
development can realise the
big dream of taking tourism
to the next level that is pos-

sible through diligent con-
vergence,” he added. m
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